Mendon – Upton Youth Soccer Association

Meeting Minutes Februrary 2007
Meeting Date: February 6, 2007
      Start: 7:21 pm
        Adjourned 8:40 pm 

Present: Rich Victor, Mike Brodeur, Mark Murray, Stephanie Wilson, Don Morin, Mike Campagna, Luis Carreiro, Tom Fichtner, Stephan Talon, Val Sumner, Bob Burke, Pete Bloznalis, Ed Mullarkey, Mike Neri, Dan LaBastie
Agenda / Discussion

1. Meeting minutes for January were approved.
Rich Victor motioned to approve January meeting notes.

Seconded by Tom Fichtner. Motion approved unanimously.

2. Spring

a. MAYS Update/ Registration
i. Most of the pass cards are together. Mike B. will be mailing them to the league tomorrow.
ii. Age group coordinators should make sure all the coaches are set with pass cards.
iii. Mike B. will be sending out a CORI form reconciliation list.
iv. For U8 and under the registration deadline is 3/15. An ad will be in the next Town Crier.

b. Fields
i. Kiwanis: Anticipating having access for practices a couple nights a week (shared with lacrosse) and for games on Saturday. Target U14/U16. 
A volunteer for field coordinator is needed.
ii. Grover: Ed Mullarkey will continue as field coordinator. No update from the town on a barrier. Target U12.
iii. West River: Target U10.
iv. Nipmuc: Target U6, U7. Have use of field from 8-12 on Saturdays.
v. Hood Field: Target U8.

vi. Clough: Closed for spring.
vii. Memorial School Field: Target U12. Request for use was submitted. No update.
viii. Gym use for pre-season practices

A sign up sheet was available for practice times. Email

Mike Poe if you do not have a time yet.
3. Corporate Sponsorship Update

a. Tom Fichtner sent the letter out to ~ 60 local businesses. $1,200 has been collected so far with about 5 companies signed on for team sponsors and other signed up for appreciation awards. T-shirt printing will need to be coordinated next month.
b. Tom presented an idea for additional fundraising through Spinners form ABC Fundraising. For a donation a wheel is spun to indicate a prize. Prizes include coupons from national chains or can include coupons for local stores. Feedback was that this might be a better idea to have a team parent do this rather than asking the kids.

c. Tom is also working on putting together a proposal for a Texas Holdem tournament.

4. Equipment Update:
a. The club is looking for a new equipment coordinator. If anyone is interested let Mike Poe know. Mike Brodeur and Chris Schimp will cover the work for the spring season.
b. Jacket orders will be placed in the next couple of weeks. About 40 orders have been received with the registrations.
c. Idea for club scarves as the participation award was raised.
5. Coaches Education: 
a. The club is looking for a new coaches education coordinator. Contact Mike Poe if interested.

b. Mike has planned an F course for the Sunday March 4th at the Miscoe Gym. Other courses are listed on the Mass Youth Soccer web site.
c. Dave Adams has coordinated with Bill Leaver for the keeper clinic to be held on 2/25 from 9-11 in the Nipmuc gym. Emails were sent to the players. Respond to Dave if you haven’t already done so. Coaches are also welcome. 
d. Model session for the spring are still in the planning stage. No details are available yet.

e. Tom Fichtner attended the MA Youth Soccer coached education and development meeting. Following are some notes:
i. MA Youth Soccer will help setup or run tryouts for town clubs. Tom handed out a flier with information.

ii. G, F, and E coaching courses have all been updated. An online G course is in development.

iii. An example of an academy format program from Indiana was presented as a different approach than the travel program we currently use.

iv. There will be a Youth Sports Festival at Gillette stadium  March 23rd thru 25th. There will be interactive skill zones and educational workshops. Tom handed out a flier for this.

6. Referee Coordinator Update:
a. Uxbridge is planning on hosting a Grade 9 level course in March. Mike Brodeur will send out an email to those eligible.
7. Other

a. Future Fields
i. The Glen Echo development in Upton has provisions for a field. The Upton Rec. Com. is working on this with the Upton CPC to fund necessary planning steps.
ii. The Stockwell Property has been purchased by Holy Angels and St. Michaels for a new church. The churches are not considering this until later in the process.
iii. Turf Field for Nipmuc: A small group has been formed to investigate putting a turf field in. They are targeting having a proposal some time in the spring.
b. Don Morin distributed the proposed text for the ad to be placed in the booklet for the girls varsity soccer team’s banquet. 
c. Tryouts for fall team placements need to be planned. Target April meeting for communicating plans. Add to March agenda for discussion.

8. Next Meeting Date – March 6th, 7:15, Rose Garden Café.
Don Morin motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:40. The motion was seconded by Lou Carreiro and passed unanimously.
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