Mendon – Upton Youth Soccer Association

Meeting Minutes December 2005
Meeting Date: November 1st, 2005

Start: 7:26 pm

Adjourned 9:45 pm 

Present: Ken Perregaux, Mike Brodeur, Keith Jackson, Ed Mullarkey, Michael Merrigan, Mike Poe, Pete Bloznalis, Mark McGowan, Tom Fitchner, Bob Burke, Mark Murray, Dave Adams, Jeff Ernst, Dan Belanger, Gordon Scott, Mike Arrigo, Andy Thibodeau, Milosh Puchovsky, Paul Moruzzi, Mike Neri, Mike Campagna, Gene Peterman, Louise Taylor, Donnamarie Floyd, Ed Chalak, Chris Schimp, Tony Adcock, Matt Collins
Agenda / Discussion

1. Approve previous month’s minutes: Passed, meeting minutes will be provided next month.  
2. Spring  

a. Registrations – Mike Brodeur provided the registrations are coming slowly.  Currently at only 134 players/
b. MAYS Deadlines – Keith Jackson attended the MAYS meeting two weeks ago.

i. Need team rosters and profiles by January 8th.

ii. The spring season starts April 1st.

iii. Division 2 and above require pass cards for all players. 

iv. All coaches must have pass cards regardless of the division.  If you do not a pass card, you can not be on the side lines or coaching practices.

c. Coordinators Update – Coordinators should be getting started now for the 2006 spring season.  Please remind parents that there may be a limited number of teams and MUYSA places players on  a first-come-first-served methodology.  The age group coordinators are:

i. U16 Boys – Don Morin

ii. U14 Boys – Pete Bloznalis

iii. U14 Girls – Ed Mullarkey

iv. U12 Boys – Keith Jackson

v. U12 Girls – Mark Murray / Mike Poe

vi. U10 Boys – Mike Brodeur / Val Sumner / Dave Adams

vii. U10 Girls – Ken Perregaux / Mark Fitzgerald

viii. U8 Girls – Bob Burke

ix. U8 Boys –  Mark McGowan / Jeff Pollack

x. U7 Boys and Girls – Pete Bloznalis / Mike Poe

d. Field Updates:  
i. Grover Field – Field is used for U12 and above.  Will be used for all 11v11 games. Continue to let the opposing team coaches know that parking is only allowed on one side of the street and to obey posted parking signs.  The field may have to be set up for both 8v8 and 11v11.  

ii. Hood Field – Will be used for the U8 program.     

iii. Kiwanis Field – Offline for repairs for the fall season.  The grass is planted and it may be ready for the fall. Dave Adams will update the club on the progress.

iv. West River Field – Should be OK for the fall.   

v. Clough School – MUYSA has worked with the school to fertilize the field.  The field will either be used for U10’s.  There is no storage at Clough, the Hood Shed will be used for storage. 

vi. Miscoe Hill – Will not be used so Nipmuc football can replant the field.   

vii. Memorial Park in Mendon – Will not be used due to baseball.  

viii. Memorial School - Will not be used due to baseball. 

ix. Nipmuc Practice Field – ½ the field can be used after 6:00pm during the week.  It may be big enough for the U6’s or U8’s.  Possibly a U10 game field.  It will have to walked down to determine its’ best use.

e. Pass Card Picture Day – Mike Brodeur and Mark Murray will coordinate a Picture Pass Card Day at the Town Hall in Upton by February 5th.  Mike Brodeur and Mike Merrigan will evaluate making this a “Soccer Day” similar to other sports in Mendon and Upton.
A break in the meeting was had to enjoy the food that was provided to show the appreciation of everyone’s time and effort put into making MUYSA a success.  Ken Perregaux , MUYSA President, commented on the fine job everyone is doing.  Ken also wished everyone a happy and healthy holiday season!

3. Registrations Going Forward: 

a. When should it be started as a rule – This was discussed in the last meeting, Ken Perregaux provided that the club was originally shooting to have the spring registrations done by November 15th.  Discussion of the registration date resulted in:

i. The registration deadline for following season should be the end of the current season.

ii. Other clubs impose a fine for registering late.  MUYSA will discuss this option following the spring 2006 registrations.   
b. On-Line Registrations – This would be a good addition to the clubs registration efforts.  The state has recommended a couple of on line vendors.  This could be expensive, $2 to $5 per player.   
Mike Brodeur motioned to form a committee to evaluate on-line registrations. The motion was seconded by Mike Merrigan. The motion passed unanimously.  The initial committee members are Dan Belanger, Matt Collins, Ken Perregaux, Mike McGowan, and Mike Brodeur.

4. Coaches Education – Mike Poe has coordinated two Coaches education courses to be offered in the Spring 2006:

i. “G” course – Sunday March 5th, 9:00am to 1:00pm at Miscoe Hill School.  Good course to become familiar with coaching.

ii. “F” course – Sunday March 12th, 8:00am to 5:00pm at Miscoe Hill School. To attend the “F” course the “G” has to be completed.
iii. The cost of the course is paid by the student and is reimbursed by MUYSA. 

iv. Participants can pre-register at MAYouthsoccer.org with a credit card.
b. Youth Sports Report Card – a discussion of the Youth Sports Report Card was had.  In the spirit of the Bob Bigelow talk on “Let the Kids Play”, parents and coaches have to do a better job at letting the kids play and not putting pressure on their performance. 
5. Referee Coordinator – Tabled until next meeting. 
6. Scholarship Committee Update – Mark Murray provided that the forms are being updated by the end of January and both Nipmuc and Blackstone Valley will be provided forms this year.  The committee continues to develop a system for review and scholarship awards.

7. Equipment Update:  
a. Equipment Coordinator – Chris Schimp provided that all nets on all fields can be changed out in the spring.. 
b. Soccer Balls and Trophies – The U8’s were provided trophies. 

Mike Campagna motioned to approve $395.00 for a 2 sided net for Colonial Field.  The motion was seconded by Keith Jackson The motion passed unanimously.

c. Uniforms – The Soccer Spot will continue to provide uniforms.  
8. Website Changes: 

a. New Website person – Matt Collins has agreed to take on the website updates.  Keep sending Ken Perregaux the information and he will forward to Matt. 
9. Tryouts:

a. Format – Jeff Ernst reviewed the information he had available to evaluate the U12 girls try-outs.  In the end, the tryout format the club has been using was successful. A suggestion would be to add a specific try out for goalies to increase the number of goalies on a team. 
b. Communication – Jeff Ernst put together a communication that could be used to inform parents of the intention of the try outs.  The try outs are only one aspect of selecting a team, there are also the coaches ratings.  The main use of the communication is to manage the parent’s expectations.  Mark Murray is going to take Jeff’s work and develop a brochure that could be used at future try outs.  
10. New Vice President Officer – Mike Brodeur has developed the duties to be associated with this board position and will get them to Ken for review.  Mike also amended the by-laws for Ken review.   

11. Other Items:

a. MUYSA Jackets – Mike Arrigo went to the Soccer Spot to discuss the price of making jackets for players.  Other towns have jackets that are available to players.  Mike was told that cost of set up would be $150.00 that could be spread over the first order of jackets.  The jacket price would be between $60 and $80.  Chris Schimp will look at his resources to see if there is a better deal.  Chris will present his findings at the January meeting.  
b. Nipmuc Varsity Girls Soccer – The Nipmuc Varsity Girls Soccer team won the State Championship.  There is an upcoming awards banquet to honor the girl’s team.  To support the team and the banquet, a Nipmuc Varsity Girls Soccer Team Program is being developed.  Chris proposed to have MUYSA sponsor a page to support this effort.

Chris Schimp motioned to approve $250.00 for a full page add in the Nipmuc Varsity Girls Soccer Team Program.  The motion was seconded by Ed Mullarkey.  The motion passed unanimously.

c. U10 Soccer in the Fall – Mike Brodeur would like to evaluate the U10 program for the fall.  This will be added as a future discussion topic. 
12. Next Meeting Date – January 3rd, 7:15, Rose Garden Café.  
Mike Brodeur motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:45pm.  The motion was seconded by Ed Mullarkey.  The motion passed unanimously.
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